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SPORTS OF NATURE. 


Or Nature's wild excurſions in her freaks, 


When ſhe eccentric into frolic breaks, 


Aſſiſted by her flights, I vent'rous ſing, 


And boldly mount me on her rapid wing : 
And thou Celeſtial Parent, thron'd on high, 


Doſt view her vaſt expanſions thro the ſky ; 


As in Meanders, when the widely ſports, 


Or makes her ſallies in her lone reſorts "I 
8 Pleas'd 


. my, rg — 
3 
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Pleas'd with her antic feats haſt gracious ſmil'd 


To view the humours of thy darling Child ** 
whether on earth, or water, air, or fire, 

Prone to deſcend, or eager to aſpire, 

Through each, and every Element we trace 

Thelwayward/Nymph, and watch her itt he Chace: 

In Iceland 5, ſee her tepid fountains glow | 


Or Hecla flaming in eternal Snow | 


9 


9 


In fervid climes “, then mark her frozen ſprings, 


Her 


Pr 


| | eee, n . 
$ This great iſland, though it derives its name from the coldneſs of the 
climate, has always been famous for its burning mountains, , eſpecially that 
called Hecla, which is generally tepref nted as one of the greateſt volcanos 
in the known World; but Mr. Horrebow (in h's natural hiſtory of the 
place} tells us that at preſent Hecla makes no great figure, even among 
thoſe of Iceland, having emitted neither flame nor ſmoke for near ſixty 
years paſt, Some ſmall cavities are indeed ſtill remaining in the rocks 
full of boiling water; bat this is nothing ſtrange in Iceland, many ſprings 
of the lime kind being found in different parts of the iſland; which the 
inhabitants make uſe of for boiling. their victuals. ES, 


& » 


* There are rivers in ſome very hot countries of China, which in 


July and Auguſt are frozen; the -reaſoa is, they are full of 'Salt-petre, 
L">£319 | 
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Her healing poiſons, and her balmy ſtings! * 
Her ſubterraneous provinces behold 

With Gems enamel'd, or enrich'd with gold! 
Her oceans ſtealing in the pitch of night, 
Through one vaſt bridge emerging to the light; 
Thouſands of miles beneath the arch ſhe glides, | 


And rolls exulting in her hidden tides, 10 
Where 


which being exhaled in great abundance by the exceſlive heat of the Sun, 
makes a perfect winter at mid-ſummer, 


6 


Dr. Map mentions the caſe of a woman who was cured of want of 
ſleep by the Cicutæ or Hemlock: Vipers and Scorpions (ſays the ingenious 
DErHAmM) as deſtructive as they are to man, yet afford him ſome of his 
heſt medicines, KIR HER mentions a cave in /taly, the refidence of harmleſs 
ſnakes which healed the leprous the paralytic, the gouty and the like, by 
licking and ſucking their naked bodies: this cave he viſited himſelf, found 
it warm by reaſon of a ſubterraneous heat, faw their holes, heared a murmur- 
ing hifling noiſe in them; and although he miſſed ſeeing the ſnakes through 
the unfitneſs of the ſeaſon, yet he ſaw great numbers of their exuriæ or 
Noughs, and an elm growing hard by laden with them The diſcovery 
of this cave, was by the cure of a leper going from Rome to ſome. baths near 
this place, who loſing bis way and being benighted, happened upon the 
cave, and finding it warm, pulled off his clothes, and being weary and ſleepy, 
| 175 the good fortune not to feel the ſnakes about hiin till they had wrought 
his cure. 
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Where mortal ken her courſe can never trace, 


Nor draw the curtains which obſcure her face! 


4 


Then tell me, Man of Wonders, where ſhe goes, - 
A deep incendiary beneath-the fnows ! 


— phineee found}. 


* 


Her great Abyſs, with ſtrata all around _ 
Of ſolid earths, as if ſhe baſking lay, 
In full delight, far from the ſolar ray ? 

Canſt thou o'ertake her in the devious track, 


When all aſtride upon the Comet's back r, 
She 


+ Comets move in very eccentric or elliptical orbits, and ſometimes come ſo 
near the ſun, that they cannot become cool again in many thouſands of years. 
I conſider, ſays Abpiso a comet, or in the language of the vulgar, a bla- 
Zing ſtar, as a ſky-rocket diſcharged by an hand that is Almighty. many 
of my' readers ſaw that in the year 1680, and if they are not mathematicians 
will be amazed to hear that it travelled in a much greater degree of ſwiftneſs 
than a cannon ball, and drew after it a tail of fire that was fourſcore millions 
of miles in length. What an amazing thought it is to conſider this ſtupen- 
dous body traverſing the immenſity of the creation, with ſuch a rapidity, 
and at the ſame time wheeling about in that line which the Almighty has 

Ha preſcribed 


| 


Er Þ 

She drives full-tilt through endleſs realms of air, 
And terrifies the Nations with her glare. 
How does the ſpend her centuries of ears, 
When thus eſtrang' d ſhe warms ten thouſand {pheres? 
In what gay paſs-time does ſhe. waſte her time; 
Till ſhe' drives back her race-horſe to her clime ? 

Seeſt thou yon Northern Lights #, the Boreal Morn ? 
Thy vain Philoſophy: they ſeerii/tofcarn 4 | / + 
Quick how they draw the Curtains of the {ky,. 


Then ſhut them inftantaneous from the eye! 
| 5 5 The 


preſcribed for it! That it ſhould move in ſuch an inconceivable fury and 
combuſtion, and at the fame time with ſuch an exact ity | The period 


of this prodigious comet, or its revolution round the: fun, takes up the ſpace 
of 575 years! 


1 


+ The northern lights © or N Wal * their ard appearance, 
about 60 years ſince; but why they appeared then, and not before, or why 
they appeared at all, is a matter far tranſcendi the reaſon of man to ac- 
count for, and at t the ſame time a ae mad A on to teach him humility 
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The vivid ſtreaks out. ſtretching canſt thou ſcan, 
Or ſeek thoſe coverts ſhe denies to man? 
As well thou mayſt ker treafures in the ſnow, 470! 


By learned veſtiges preſume to know. 


Say in what lonely, what ſequeſter'd v ale: 
Keep the her graperfhet granhakies of hail? 
Where tell me, Man of Wiſdom does ſhe' keep 
Her Magazines of Thunder, when they fleep.?- | 
Then, ſay, on what illimitable ſnorre 


4 


Lies, of her hidden ſtars, ti unnumber'd ſtotes 
20T 
Exotic worlds, * far, far beyond the ken, 


| Of teleſcopic ien and prying men! * 
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L J. 
Hark ye l the morning Stars , exult for joy, 
While you intent upon ſome feather' d toy, 
Pore upon Artz ds if her maid cbuld vie 
With her Imperial Miſtreſs of the ſky 1. 

How operoſe; how labour d the Eſſa yr, 
Of Apiſh Art, who imitates her way!! wil 11 997 90 
In Coromandel and Gaoliomda mark 124 30562212 v; 

What gems ſhe makes, and makes) them in the dark 
What beams of glory in the diamond ſhinee! 
What wonders-works: ſhbli in the:Ealtern, mine!!! 
See, what fine lace ſhe weaves upon the- ſnows l- 
Here buds the! Hyacinth, and there the roſe, 1g wort 
What rich embroid ry im the pendent ĩce bam Hein 


How grand ee andi the fringe how: nice! 
How 


+ The morning Stars ſang to ther, 15 all th ſons of Gop ſhouted 
for joy. Book of bb. Ys + 5 2 


I 12 JJ 
How pictureſqut the drawings; how fublime! 
Twould coft her Hand-maid Art a world of time: 


Yet mimic Art with ev'ry: tint and hu 
Would fall far ſhort to track her in! the dew. 
What thread of filver;. and what wire Sele IS 
Do we in glitt'ring ichen brhold! C 
How elegant her drapery in the boart _ 
What lofty plans of buildings we explore! 
How many fairy landſkips do we ſee,” 
Where all is ſaneilul and bold, and free! 
How thro' the eye does nature reach the heart 


How grand the execution of each part! 
Which made 9 Praxitelas in zapture cry, 
Gods 1 Em outdone; and threw his chiſfel bß. 
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8A famous ſtatuary of Aulient Greece. en 
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On Teneriff * how daring are her flights, 
Where Statue-like, ſhe glories in the heights | 
Here ſhe ſtands tip-toe, painting at her will, 
Wide ſpreading all her canvaſs o'er the hill. 

What ſhocks'of battle, and what fieges here, 
What fields of carnage, and of death appear | 
Or if ſhe chooſe to ſhift the varied "REY 
What viſtas open on the ſylvan green! 
Hamlets and villas here promiſcuous ſhine, 
And ruſtic temples deck d with many a ſhrine; 

| What 


The. Pike of Texeriff (one of the Canary-[ſandy) fuppoled to be the 
higheſt hill in the world, its height is 20,274. Feet. T 
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What heaps of pearls upon the drifted ſnows 1 !! 
Brighter by far than + Calffornia ſhews ! 
And will you” ca call it aiicettporke- if her want 
Shall ſometimés bid the fill creation and ; 1 
As if the nothing meant, but ſlumber d Ser +197 
What ſhe had wrought, or mus'd to: fancy more? 

Like him, + who eager to attain the froth, 
Flung at the horſe in diſappointed wrath in 
The Painting: bruſũ; when wondrous to behold, 
n the mouth and bit of ſhining; gold, 


1671 
2424 92 


Deſpair 


| Tho? the celebrated Vo ager Dampier tells us, that the Andes or high 


mountains in Peru and C ili far ſurpaſs the Pile of Teneriff or any moun- 
tains in the world for altitude. 


| 4 Clltras the largeſt iſland in Arher3ca,. lying Wong the coaſt of New. | 
. ſouthwaids. Ihe Spaniards have there ohio Koro rage FUN bs rn 


the coaſt there is a pearl-fiſhery. * © 


＋ This anecdote of the painter is variouſly related; Andrew Marvell 
deſcribes him as painting a hound inſtead of a horſe, 


Lots 7] 
Deſpair had finiſh'd what he ſought in van, 
A chince-work foam widg-ſpatt' ring all the rein! 
A touch of Nature, no deſign of ls 
Tis in ſuch freaks as this ſhe. ſtrikes, the yt 


Haſt thou not ſeen, of, various forms the, enge 2 4 
Shap'd like triangles, Pyramids, ang, £9 
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And thoſe of greater breadth ſaw 4 o'er and o er, 
Retaining curious draughts thro' ev'ry pore ; ; 
Of ev'ry order buildings you behold, 
Doubtleſs firſt poverrngl d in the ſofter mould! ? 


ASLY 


Her 


The painter, who fo lon had vex*d his cloth, * 
Of his hound's mouth to feign the raging froth, 
His deſfp'rate pencil at the work did dart; 
His anger reach'd that rage which paſs d his art: 
Chance finiſh'd that w wir, art r g but "th, 10 
And he ſat ſmiling Mi ks og 2 


* Canvaſs. 
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All œquidiſtant, regular and fine! | 

Then underground her foflil world review | 

Inventing, varying ſomething ever new! | 
$ 4 T 


16 |] 
Her various petrifactions on che hills 


Shells of all ſorts, of cockles, oyſters, ſquills 2 


What curious Striœ in her ſports divine, | 


